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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR 

SUBJECT: AIR CALEDONIA 

REE: A) STATE 136048; B) BRUSSELS 4978 

1. WE APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT’S AND FAA’S PROMPT ACTION AND 
PROGRESS REPORT ON STATUS OF AIR CALEDONIA. 

2. JUNE 9 AC FLIGHT FROM LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA TO OSTEND, 
BELGIUM TOOK PLACE AS SCHEDULED. PASSENGERS ARE NOT DUE TO 
RETURN TO U.S. UNTIL LATE THIS SUMMER, BUR AIRCRAFT AND CREW 
OF SEVEN PERSONS HAS REMAINED IN OSTEND AWAITING ONWARD 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM AC STATESIDE OFFICE.; ACCORDING TO CREW'S 
SPOKESMAN, AC NEEDS AT LEAST TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($20,000) 
TO PAY COST OF RETURN FLIGHT, AND ALSO OWES CREW BACK PAY 
FOR CONSIDERABLE PERIOD. 

3. BELGIAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITIES HAVE INFORMED EMBASSY 
CONFIDENTIALLY THAT THEY INTEND TO BAR FUTURE AC FLIGHTS TO 
OSTEND PROVISIONALLY, CHIEFLY ON GROUNDS THT REQUIREMENT 
OF PROVIDING PASSENGER LIST 30 DAYS IN ADVANCE OF FLIGHT 

IS NOT BEING MET. 

4. COMMENT; BASED ON TWO RECENT EXPERIENCES WITH THIS AIR 
TRAVEL CLUB, EMBASSY 
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COMPETENCE OF AC TO OPERATE PASSENGR GLIGHTS TO BELGIUM IS 
QUESTIONABLE. lUDGING FROM CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS, AC MAY 
SOON COLLAPSE FOR FINANCIAL REASONS, OR BELGIAN AUTHORITIES 
MAY BAR IT FROM OPERATING IN BELGIUM, WE APPRECIATE 
DEPARTMENT'S SURVEILLANCE OF THIS MATTER TO DATE AND WILL 
BE INTERESTED IN RESULTSOF FAA ACTIONS MENTIONED REFTEL A. 

FIRESTONE 
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